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values, ideology, being a model for emulation, and appealing to commonly shared values. According to Nye,
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The concept of soft power is not an exclusively Western academic exercise, and understanding its implementation
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Abstract

4

a foundation of national character rather than merely being a tool in the service of national interest. It further posits
5

The domestic sources of foreign policy focus their attention on the degree to which the identities of actors are
constructed by state-society relations. Seen through this prism, it is therefore not surprising that the Iranian

witnessed in 2011 will shape global affairs for decades to come. The collapse of the ruling power structures in
national and international players and evolving political structures, Iran has attempted to use its soft power to
exploit new opportunities and advance its narrow interests. The unpredictable outcome of these changes, coupled

than viewing soft power merely as a mechanism for pursuing political or strategic national interest.

Soft Power as an Intrinsic and Indispensable Foundation for the ‘Nezam’ 6

reaching implications of that role.
The authors of this article posit that regardless, of the eventual outcome of recent regional events, there should
leftist groups. The uncommonly multi-dimensional identity of the Iranian public not only encouraged Ayatollah
of its current political system. It has become a veteran practitioner of these tactical tools, and public diplomacy
continues to remain indispensable for bolstering its internal claims of legitimacy.
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rejection of American and Israeli presence in the region and included explicit animosity towards Israel, dubbed the
8

was built on the theme of good resisting the oppression of evil.

National exercise of soft power is thought to be one of the most effective tools available for propagating a

1 Joseph Nye, Soft Power: The means to suceed in world politics
2 Nye, Soft Power, pp. 5-15.
3 Mowlana, H. Global Information and World Communication: New Frontiers in International Relations
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prestige, increases global interaction, and obtains better economic opportunities with an eye towards establishing
relations lexicon, it was a reminder that hard power is not the only tool available to achieve national goals. Nye
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ancient pre-Islamic achievements. The challenge to balance these two identities was addressed by former President
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incongruent value system, modern Iranian leaders have found means to extrapolate soft power advantages in order
to solidify their international prestige, stature, and legitimacy for both external and internal authority. For example,
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way of an intensely nationalist perspective on the world and a profound belief that Iranians, blessed
as they are, can achieve anything, if they put their minds to it. Belief and culture remain central to the
12

Guardians of the Revolution
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The most evident example of the overriding necessity of exercising Iranian soft power in order to retain internal
18
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14

celebration, even going so far as to propose gathering at Persepolis, the symbolic seat of Persian imperial power.
is growingly less responsive to narrow Islamic identity ornamentation.
worth a cursory glance here.

Using Soft Power and Dealing With Multi-dimensional Identities

Soft Power as Applied Strategy
Public diplomacy is a manifest example of functional soft power, and in the repertoire of states, constitutes one of

The concept of identity comes from social psychology, where it refers to the images of individuality and
19

self and other.
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twentieth century, Iran has been through a series of dramatic political events that have been instrumental in the
articulation and continuous construction and reconstruction of its national identity. Such events in the modern era

thirty-three years of reliance and emphasis on soft power tools including public diplomacy, Iran has developed an
not withstanding divergent religious, ethnic, linguistic, and cultural identities. Iran has managed to distill shared
values in a manner that is digestible to disparate audiences while not limiting itself to a narrow band of narratives.
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Conclusion

tools at its disposal to effectively manage its international affairs and even affect its domestic constituencies. We
have shown that even preceding the Revolution and certainly during its existence, the use of soft power has been
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